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Introduction
On December 9 and 10, 2002, the Appalachian State University Energy Center hosted the North Carolina Wind Summit in Boone North Carolina.  On December 10, this was day two of the Summit, a small group of wind advocates assembled for a strategic planning session in order to identify the opportunities and barriers associated with developing a wind industry in North Carolina (report attached).  From the strategic planning session, specific action steps were identified to move the initiative forward.  These included 

· Establishing and maintaining a web site that includes the Wind Summit presentations and other useful information resources, 

· Examination of potential Ridge Law modifications, 

· Enlarging the base of wind supporters, 

· Developing a wind briefing document that can be used for educational purposes, 

· Identifying/contacting key decision makers in North Carolina who can potentially impact the development of wind energy in the state.  

The purpose of this report is to outline the events that have taken place since the strategic planning session developed this plan of action.

Events Following the December 10 Strategic Planning Session

In January 2003, the Wind Working Group held several conference calls, a wind briefing document was outlined by Michael Shore and submitted to wind working group members, and all of the presentations made on the December 9 conference date were made available on line at www.wind.appstate.edu.  

The first conference call took place on January 10 and dealt with the possibilities associated with Ridge Law modification.  This conference call produced a list of steps necessary in order to amend the ridge law to include utility scale wind turbines.  The specific steps included:

· Contacting key people

· Developing a fact sheet on wind energy in North Carolina

· Recruiting local government support for wind energy in North Carolina

· Determining the Attorney General’s interpretation of the Ridge Law

In addition to these steps, the conference call also produced a list of policy options for Ridge Law modification which included:

· The possibility of making an exception to the Ridge Law that allows turbines be placed in areas with existing power lines

· Allow a local county option for Ridge Law modification

· Redefine “wind mill” in the existing law

· Local interest legislation

· Challenging Attorney General Cooper’s interpretation of the Ridge Law

The second conference call took place on January 17.  The call resulted in a list of tasks to be accomplished and the individual’s who agreed to take on each task.  The list of tasks to accomplish included:

· The research of economic benefits of wind energy 

· Establishing a meeting with Hugh Morton

· Ranking counties by wind potential and doing zip code research for each county

· Determine information for the state representatives in each county

On February 5, 2003, Dennis Scanlin, Avram Friedman and Steve Smith met with Hugh Morton at Grandfather Mountain to discuss wind energy possibilities.  Since Hugh Morton was one of the major drivers of the original ridge law and because he is the owner of Grandfather Mountain, one of the major tourist attractions in Western North Carolina, it was considered prudent to get his input on the possibility of modifying the ridge law.  During the course of the meeting, Morton stated that he was concerned about modifying the ridge law because of the potential that development of ridge tops could not be limited if the ridge law was modified.


In early March, wind industry briefings for local influentials were held in Watauga, Ashe, and Buncombe counties.  The Buncombe county meeting was held on March the 4th in Asheville, North Carolina.  Attendees included Mac Williams, Economic developer for Asheville; Kevin Rackstraw of Clipper Windpower Inc.; Stephen Smith of Southern Alliance for Clean Energy and several county commissioners.  On March the 5th, the Watauga County meeting was held in the county manager’s office and attendees included Paul Combs, Director of Appalachian Regional Development Institute; Jimmy Hodges, Vice Chair of the County Commission; James Coffee, Chair of the County Commission; Rocky Nelson, Watauga County Manager; Dennis Grady, Director of the Appalachian State University Energy Center and Professor Political Science; and Kevin Rackstraw of Clipper Windpower Inc.  Finally, the Ashe county wind briefing was also held on March the 5th and attendees included Dan McMillan, Brian Crutchfield, Dennis Grady, and Kevin Rackstraw.


In April, Johnson County Commissioners in Tennessee voted to amend their “Ridge Law” and Ashe County commissioners drafted a letter to send to the Western Caucus of legislatures.  On April 22, Pauline (?), Kevin Rackstraw and Steve Smith attended the Western North Carolina legislative caucus dinner in Raleigh where they gave presentations regarding wind power in North Carolina.  Finally, there was a wind working group conference call on April 3.  Much of this call discussed the reaction that would probably occur by legislatures at the April 22nd legislative caucus dinner. The conference call also relayed that Steve Metcalf declared he did not feel that wind energy development was that much of a priority and that he would not be a leader on the issue.  The next steps that followed were to pursue Joe Sam Queen and Ray Rapp to become leaders on this issue.


In mid May, Brownie Newman and Pauline (?) met with Joe Sam Queen and Ray Rapp in Raleigh, North Carolina.  They discussed many issues dealing with wind energy and agreed that launching an educational campaign is necessary.  In general, the overall consensus was that Joe Sam Queen could potentially be the leading legislature for wind energy development.  Prior to this meeting with Joe Sam Queen and Ray Rapp, the Wind Working Group began presenting a draft petition to North Carolina legislatures to display support for amending the North Carolina Ridge Law.


On June 22, 2003, the Wind Working Group accompanied various county, town, and legislative officials on a field trip to the Buffalo Mountain wind sight in Tennessee. Two separate tours were provided, one being an environmental impact study tour and the other a technical tour to illustrate how the wind turbines and supporting equipment served to generate wind energy. The total list of attendees included Senator Joe Sam Queen and son  Charlie, Madison County Commissioner Reese Steen, Sylva Commissioner Maurice Moody, Mountain Express reporter Frank Rabey, Tennessee Executive Rex Lynch, five TVA officials including Rick Carson, the Buffalo Mountain site manager, Michael Shore, Amber Munger, Dee Egger, Gil Melear-Hough and Avram Friedman.  The field trip was such a success that another trip was planned for July 27, 2003.  Following the June trip to Buffalo Mountain, Joe Sam Queen decided to sponsor what would be called House Bill 674-The 2003 Studies Act.  The bill would support the study of wind energy in North Carolina.  Following this, the wind working group called all appropriate parties to generate letters showing support for the new bill.  Finally, on June 28, a wind petition began to circulate in order to signify support for wind development in Western North Carolina.  The petition originated in Asheville, North Carolina.


July signified the beginnings of the coastal North Carolina wind energy survey.  In July, Dr. Dennis Grady began generating the sample from the Coastal North Carolina counties in order to reproduce the wind attitudes survey that took place around November 2002, which included counties in Western North Carolina.  Around mid September, the actual phoning for the Coastal North Carolina counties will occur.  A sample size of at least 400 respondents will be generated by this particular survey.


August brought disappointment in that it became clear that House Bill 674, The 2003 Studies Act, would not reach the Senate floor this session.  The bill was supposed to offer some support toward the study of wind energy in Western North Carolina.  A meeting was coordinated by Avram Friedman and was scheduled to take place on August 24, 2003, 10:00 am at SEEEXPO (?).  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the direction that the group should take since the omnibus bill did not reach the Senate floor as expected.


The last conference for the month of August took place on August the 27th.  The proposed agenda for the call was to first review the legislative status and other relevant events affecting wind farm construction in North Carolina.  Following this, a brainstorming session was held in order to try and provide direction as to where the group should proceed from this point, and finally, the call was summed up by a brief discussion devoted to task development.
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